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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEECY 
OFFICE OF CURREST INTBLLAGENCE 
24 Hovember 1952 


The Ireq Political crisis 


Op 24 Noveaber 1952, serious rioting in Baghdad forced 
the resignation of Prise HZipister Wusteapha al-Umari. it was 
characterized by anti-American and apti-Britiah propaganda 
asd the burning of several buildings, including the Ut 
Information Service building. After Jamil al-Midfal, who had 
bees Prime Minister five times, was unable te fors a cabinet, 
the Regent on 22 November called upon 53-year old Lieutenant 
Geveral Kur al-Din Kuhsud, Iraqi Chief of Staif, io restore 
order and take over the government. The sew Prime dipister 
has declared martial law in Baghdad, suspended the press and 
dissolved all politicsl parties. 


Comment: The appointment of the pro-British Iraqi chief 
of Staff"as Prime Minister indicates that while Iraq will 
probably remain pro-fest, its political crisis ig not over. 
The verneral's contre] of the army will enable nia to sadntain 
imterpal order. Sut he is apparently little interested in 
politics, has sv platform, and hence be dees not answer irag's 
need for political and social reforms. Mereever, his appoint- 
ment as Chief of Staff in July 1961 arcused strony opposition 
because of his pro-Zurdish sympathies and his alleged “bungiing” 
in the Paleatisian war. 


Hur al-Din's aseuaption of the premiership resulted iroa 
a deteriorating political situation brought on ty nounting 
batiopalist, reformist aed radical discontent. fiis sentinent 
has crystallized in opposition to projected plans for the conz- 
jag elections. Extremist parties and the sore acderate party 
of Saleh Jabr, inteat upon several basic reforas, Rave threat- 
ened to boycott any indirect electioass. 


Strong rule will aot helt the growing unrest. Ine aroused 
public sentiment puts greater pressure on Iraq's coversing 
classes to grant sorely needed reforms. oreover, it crestes 
an upfavorable atmosphere for renewal of the Auglo~lragi Treaty, 
for agreements with foreign oil companies, and for Iraq's accept- 
ance of HEDO, 
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